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ABSTRACT 
The objective of this research is to prove if using Hyponym can increase  vocabulary mastery of 
grade eight students of SMP Negeri 1 Siniu. This research used quasi-experimental design which 
involved experimental and control groups. The research samples were class VIII A as the 
experimental group with 29 students and class VIII C as the control group with 30 students 
selected by using cluster random sampling technique. In collecting the data, the researcher gave 
two kinds of test, pre-test and post-test to experimental and control groups. The treatment was 
given only to the experimental group. The data were analyzed statistically in order to find out the 
significant difference of students’ achievement on pre-test and post-test. The mean score of the 
experimental group on the pre-test was 56.77, while the control group was 54.75. The mean 
score of the experimental group on the post-test was 72.01, while the control group was 61.29. 
By using 0.05 level of significance and 58 degree of freedom, the researcher computed the data 
and found that the value of the t-counted (3.096) was higher than the t-table (1.672). It can be 
concluded that the research hypothesis is accepted. In other words, using hyponym can increase 
vocabulary mastery of grade eight students of SMP Negeri 1 Siniu.  
 
Keywords:Hyponym, Increase, Vocabulary Mastery. 
 
Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk membuktikan apakah penggunaan Hiponim dapat meningkatkan 
penguasaan kosa kata siswa kelas delapan di SMP Negeri 1 Siniu. Penelitian ini menggunakan 
desain penelitian quasi-experimental yang melibatkan kelas eksperimen dan kelas kontrol. 
Sampel penelitian ini adalah kelas VIII A sebagai kelas eksperimen yang terdiri dari 29 siswa 
dan kelas VIII C sebagai kelas kontrol yang terdiri dari 30 siswa. Sampel di pilih menggunakan 
teknik cluster random sampling. Data penelitian dikumpul melalui test, pre-tes dan post-tes. 
Perlakuan hanya diberikan kepada kelas eksperimen. Data dianalisa secara statistik untuk 
mengetahui perbedaan signifikan dari  pencapaian siswa pada pre-tes dan post-tes. Skor rata-
rata kelas eksperimen pada pre-tes adalah 56.77 sedangkan kelas kontrol adalah 54.75. Skor 
rata-rata kelas eksperimen pada post-tes adalah 72.01 sedangkan kelas kontrol adalah 
61.29.Dengan menggunakan taraf signifikansi 0.05 dan derajat kebebasan 58, peneliti 
menemukan bahwa nilai dari t-hitung (3.096) lebih tinggi dari nilai t-tabel(1.672).Ini 
menunjukkan bahwa hipotesis diterima. Dengan kata lain,penggunaan Hiponim dapat 
meningkatkan penguasaan kosa kata siswa kelas delapan di SMP Negeri 1 Siniu. 
 
Kata kunci: Hiponim, Meningkatkan, Penguasaan kosa kata. 
INTRODUCTION 
English is a global language and included as 
one subject of national examination at junior 
high school. In Indonesia, English is taught as 
a foreign language. It has been taught from 
junior high school up to universities. There are 
four language skills in language teaching. 
They are speaking, listening, reading, and 
writing. These skills have to be mastered by 
the students because vocabulary is an 
important and essential element in language 
learning.  
 
e-mail:megasofianaa1096@gmail.com 
Students who havemany vocabulary can 
understand the subject accuratelyand 
effectively.Therefore, vocabulary cannot 
beseparated from a language itself.  
Vocabulary is one of the English 
components or sub-skill that must be taught to 
the learners because vocabulary has the 
primary role for all languages. In teaching 
English, vocabulary as an element of language 
is considered a very important factor in 
increasing the English language if the students 
are still lacking vocabulary. 
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Lacking of vocabulary makes students 
difficult to learn English. Without having a 
stock of vocabulary, students get difficulty to 
master all of the language skills. Inteaching 
and learning process, the students with limited 
vocabulary will have an ability to understand 
the English material such as reading a text  
and many others. 
In curriculum 2013, the goal of 
teaching English of Junior high schoolis to 
provide students to be able to use the 
language. The students are directed to be able 
to express ideas, feelings, opinions and using 
the language to communicate with others in 
daily life.When conducting the observation of 
SMP Negeri 1 Siniu, the researcher found that 
teaching of English vocabulary was not really 
effective yet, especially to grade eight 
students. The students still got difficulties to 
memorize words. They were confused in 
understanding the meaning of words and did 
not know how to spell the words. They also 
got bored in teaching and learning process 
because the teacher only used conventional 
method. As a result, the students were busy 
with other things when the teacher explained 
the lesson. Some made a joke with their 
friends, while others played truant. Shortly, 
the students did not pay attention to the 
lessons taught by the teacher. Therefore, in 
facilitating the students in learning 
vocabulary, English teacher needs to create or 
think an interesting way to enrich students’ 
vocabulary. 
One technique for teaching 
vocabulary is by using Hyponym. Hyponym 
can be used as one of the techniques in 
teaching and learning process. It can also be a 
tool for transferring knowledge. By using 
Hyponym, the students get an enjoyable 
situation in the class, They do not feel bored 
due to easy way to find other words which 
related to a topics. Thus, the researcher 
chooses Hyponym to teach English  
vocabulary to students. 
By using Hyponym, the teacher is able 
to motivate students and to get their attention 
to the material provided in text book. It also 
helps the teacher to make the students focus 
on the learning process without making them 
feel bored in learning English. Hyponym can 
be an applicable teaching technique to enrich 
students’ vocabulary that has a relation to the 
area of semantic field. 
Hyponym is a technique that can be 
used in teaching and learning process 
especially in teaching vocabulary. This 
technique is easy to be applied in the 
classroom for teaching vocabulary. When the 
teacher teaches a new vocabulary to students, 
the teacher begins it by introducing the words 
that has relation to other words, connecting the 
words, and giving some other examples. 
Thornbury (2007) states, “Hyponym is another 
-nym word that is used when talking about the 
way word meanings are related.” It means that 
hyponym word is the way how we can relate a 
general idea to a specific idea. 
  In teaching vocabulary mastery by 
using hyponym the researcher applies the 
following steps based on the Thornbury’s 
book, How to teach vocabulary (2007). 
 
1. Introduce a word which has relation to 
other words. 
2.   Connect the words based on the meaning.  
3. Give some examples of the hyponym.  
 
 Hyponym helps the students change 
their thinking systematically from generalities 
to specifics. It can be used to break down 
broad categories into main topic and subtopic.  
 There are some advantages of hyponym 
in teaching vocabulary. First, hyponym can 
stimulate students to learn and memorize 
English vocabulary. Second, hyponym can 
enrich the students’ vocabulary. The last 
advantages, hyponym makes the students 
directly know the meaning of unfamiliar 
words. 
 Despite of those benefits, hyponym has 
disadvantages. The students needs more time 
to finish the task  due to lack of vocabulary. 
Consequently, they cannot associate or relate 
the hyponym as expected. 
  
RESEARCH METHOD 
In conducting the research, the 
researcher used quasi-experimental research 
design. There were two groups; an 
experimental group and a control group. Both 
groups were given pre-test and post-test. The 
experimental group was given treatment by 
using hyponym, while the control group was 
taught by conventional method by the 
researcher. In conducting this research, the 
researcher used design formulated by Cohen, 
Manion, and Marrison (2005:214)  as follows: 
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O1            X          O2
O3                          O4
 
 
Where: 
O1 : pre-test of the experimental class 
O2 : post-test of the experimental class 
O3 : pre-test of the control class 
O4 : post-test of the control class 
 X   : treatment  
 
The population of this research was 
grade eight students of SMP Negeri 1 Siniu. 
The total number of the population was 90 
students which consisted of three parallel 
classes. They were VIII A, VIII B, and VIII C 
classes. The details of the students can be seen 
in the table below.  
 
Table 1. Population Distribution 
No. Name of 
Class 
The number 
of students 
1. VIII A 29 
2. VIII B 31 
3 VIII C 30 
 Total 90 
 
In taking sample of this research, the 
researcher used cluster random sampling 
technique because the class is homogenous. In 
other words, every class has the same chance 
to be the sample of this research. In selecting 
the sample, the researcher used a lottery. The 
name of each class written on paper was 
chosen randomly. The researcher got classVIII 
A as the experimental class and class VIII C as 
the control class from the technique. 
 It is important for the researcher to 
consider about the variable of the research. 
The research variables consist of the 
dependent variable and independent 
variable.A dependent variable is the variable 
that is influenced by the independent variable. 
Therefore, the dependent variable in this 
research is vocabulary mastery while 
independent variable of this research is 
hyponym. 
In collecting the data, this research 
used two techniques of data collection, they 
were observation and paper - and - pencil 
method. When observing the teaching and 
learning activities in the classroom, she used a 
senses as the research instrument. Meanwhile, 
to support the paper-and-pencil method in 
collecting data, she used pre-test and post-test 
as the research instrument. 
Paper-and-Pencil method is the most 
frequently method used for data collection. It 
represents a process of collecting data using 
the test as the instrument to asses students’ 
learning and achievement. In the Paper-and-
Pencil method, there are two kinds of the test; 
pre-test and post-test that is given to the 
experimental class and the control class in this 
research. 
The pre-test was given to the 
experimental and control groups in the first 
meeting. The purpose of this test is to find out 
the students’ ability in mastery vocabulary 
before the researcher conducted the treatment. 
The researcher administered the pre-test to 
both groups. There were three types of test 
applied on the pre-test. The test contained 26 
items, classified into three parts; multiple 
choices (10 items), matching words (10 
items), and true or false (6 items). The 
maximum score was 26.  
Post-test was distributed after the 
researcher conducted the treatment. It aims to 
determine the students’ ability in vocabulary 
mastery after the treatment was delivered. It is 
purposed to know the significant difference 
between the students’ ability in vocabulary 
mastery before and after the treatment. 
In order to analyze the data, the 
researcher usedstatistical analysis. Firstly, she 
computed the students’ individualscores using 
aformula proposed by Purwanto (2008). 
Secondly, the researcher counted the groups 
mean score both on the pre-test and the post-
test using the formula of Best and Khan 
(2006:359). Aftershe calculated the mean 
deviation of both groups, she computed the 
sum of squared deviation. Finally, she 
appliedt-test formula to find out ifthere is an 
effect of the treatment on the students’ 
vocabulary of the experimental group. The t-
test formula is proposed by Arikunto 
(2006:311). 
 
FINDINGS 
 
The data were collected from 
September 13 ͭ ͪ , 2018 until October 16 ͭ ͪ , 
2018. The researcher gave the treatment to the 
experimental group on September 18 ͭ ͪ  until 
October 16 ͭ ͪ , 2018. The meetings were 
scheduled twice a week for every groups. 
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Each meeting spent 2 x 40 
minutes.Experimental group was given the 
pre-test on September 14 ͭ ͪ , 2018 and the post-
test was given on October 16 ͭ ͪ , 2018. The 
result of pre-test and post-test is presented in 
the following tables along with the deviation 
scores. 
Table 2. The Result of Pre-test and Post-test 
of the Experimental Class 
No  
Initials 
Individual score  
Deviation 
Pretest Posttest 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
AA 
AD 
AF 
AIB 
AR 
DB 
DS 
IA 
IS 
JA 
LU 
MK 
MP 
MT 
NAR 
NAZ 
NH 
PAL 
PAN 
PN 
RA 
RH 
RKN 
RO 
SD 
SE 
SH 
SY 
ZS 
30.77 
50 
61.54 
80.76 
53.85 
61.54 
53.85 
69.23 
69.23 
26.92 
26.92 
57.69 
53.85 
80.76 
38.46 
69.23 
69.23 
76.92 
38.46 
69.23 
61.54 
38.46 
88.46 
30.77 
50 
30.77 
61.54 
65.39 
80.76 
42.31 
57.69 
73.08 
80.76 
57.69 
69.23 
69.23 
80.76 
76.92 
46.15 
46.15 
65.39 
65.39 
92.31 
53.85 
80.76 
76.92 
84.62 
50 
76.92 
73.08 
84.62 
96.15 
73.08 
92.31 
80.76 
73.08 
76.92 
92.31 
11.54 
7.69 
11.54 
0 
3.84 
7.69 
15.38 
11.53 
7.69 
19.23 
19.23 
7.7 
11.54 
11.55 
15.39 
3.85 
7.69 
7.7 
11.54 
7.69 
11.54 
46.16 
7.69 
42.31 
42.31 
50 
11.54 
11.53 
11.55 
Total score1646.13    2088.44 434.64 
Mean score 56.77 72.01 14.99 
 
The above table shows that the mean 
score of the experimental group on the pre-test 
was 56.77. The highest score was 88.46 and 
the lowest score was 26.92. The highest score 
of the students on the post-test was 96.15 and 
the lowest score was 42.31. Furthermore, the 
mean score of the group on the post-test was 
72.01. It was increased from 56.77 to 
72.01.The results of the pre-test, post-test, and 
the deviation of the control group were 
presented below. 
 
Table 3. The Result of Pre-test and Post-test 
of  the Control Class 
No 
 
Initials 
Individual score  
Deviation
 
Pretest Posttest 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
AA 
AD 
AR 
BA 
DAF 
DAM 
DP 
DY 
FI 
FSH 
GI 
IV 
MF 
MI 
MZ 
NAA 
NAF 
NZA 
PNM 
RA 
RIS 
RIY 
RS 
RSD 
SR 
VIC 
VIL 
WA 
ZA 
ZRA 
50 
46.15 
50 
73.08 
53.85 
50 
73.08 
65.39 
61.54 
34.62 
38.46 
30.77 
50 
42.31 
34.62 
61.54 
57.69 
84.62 
50 
73.08 
50 
65.39 
65.39 
65.39 
50 
42.31 
50 
76.92 
53.85 
42.31 
46.15 
53.85 
61.54 
80.76 
53.85 
61.54 
73.08 
76.92 
73.08 
46.15 
50 
38.46 
65.39 
42.31 
50 
65.39 
73.08 
84.62 
50 
73.08 
65.39 
73.08 
80.76 
65.39 
50 
42.31 
57.69 
80.76 
53.85 
50 
-3.85 
7.7 
11.54 
7.68 
0 
11.54 
0 
11.53 
11.54 
11.53 
7.69 
3.85 
15.39 
0 
15.85 
3.85 
15.39 
0 
0 
0 
15.39 
7.69 
15.37 
0 
0 
0 
7.69 
3.84 
0 
7.69 
   Total score      1642.36      1838.48 181.2 
Mean score 54.75 61.29 6.04 
In calculating the students’ individual 
score of the control group, the researcher 
employed the same formula as in the 
experimental group. She found that the mean 
score of the control group on the pre-test was 
54.75. The highest score was 84.62 and the 
lowest score wass 30.77. The highest score of 
the control group on the post-test was 84.62 
and the lowest score was 38.46. Also, the 
mean score of the control group on the post-
test was 61.29. There an improvement of the 
result from 54.75 to 61.29. 
After gathering all the data of the 
experimental and the control groups, the 
researcher counted the mean score of 
deviation and the sum of squared deviation 
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from both groups. She found that the mean 
score of deviation of the experimental group 
was 14.99 and the sum of squared deviation 
was 4746.01. Meanwhile, the mean score of 
deviation of the control group was 6.04 and 
the sum of squared deviation was 2276.87.  
Moreover, in order to gain the value of 
t-counted, the researcher required to analyze 
the significant difference of both groups 
statistically by using the t-test formula 
proposed by Arikunto (2006). She found that 
the value of t-counted was 3.096. Then, she 
continued counting the t-table by applying the 
degree of freedom (df) = Nx + Ny – 1 = 29 + 
30 – 1 = 58 with the level of significance 0.05 
for one-tailed test. However, there is no (df) 
58 in the t-table list, the researcher must 
compute the t-table by using the interpolation 
formula. She found that the t-table value was 
1.672. Thus, the hypothesis of this research 
was accepted because the value of t-counted 
was higher than the value of t-table. It means 
that using Hyponym can increase vocabulary 
mastery of grade eight students of SMP Negeri 
1 Siniu. 
DISCUSSION 
The objective of this research is to 
prove if using Hyponym can increase the 
students’ vocabulary mastery of the grade 
eight students of SMP Negeri 1 Siniu. This 
research was focused on the vocabulary 
mastery of concrete nouns that covers the 
meaning and spelling of the word. The 
following is students progress each meeting 
during the treatment. 
 The researcher gave pre-test at the 
first meeting to the experimental and the 
control groups. The purpose is to determine 
the students prior knowledge before giving the 
treatment. There were 26 items of the test; 10 
items of multiple choice, 10 items of matching 
test, and 6 items of true or false. The result 
showed that five students of the experimental 
group and two students of the control group 
passed the minimum standard of learning 
mastery of 75. She continued to give the 
treatment to the experimental group for six 
meetingsusing Hyponym, while the control 
group were taughtusing conventional method. 
The students were taught about 
hyponym of animals at the first meeting of the 
treatment. She started the lesson by 
introducing the hyponym and giving 
examples. After that, the researcher asked 
students to write at least three words 
associated with the topic, find the meaning 
and the spelling of the words. The students did 
not know the spelling of the words and their 
meanings. Therefore, the researcher guided the 
students to find the meaning and the spellingof 
the words using dictionary. Next, she assigned 
the students to complete the hyponym of 
animals. Then, they discussed the answer 
together. Some students got difficulty to relate 
the superordinate/ hypernym to the hyponyms 
due to their lack of vocabulary. The researcher 
assigned the students to arrange the letters into 
the correct word individually. 
The students were taught about 
hyponym of things in the bedroom at the 
second meeting of the treatment. The 
researcher asked students to mention all of the 
name of things in the bedroom.She started the 
lesson by introducing the hyponym and giving 
examples. After that, the researcher asked 
students to write at least three words 
associated with the topic, find the meaning 
and the spelling of the words. The students did 
not know the spelling of the words and their 
meanings. Therefore, the researcher guided the 
students to find the meaning and the spelling 
of the words using dictionary. Next, she 
assigned the students to arrange the jumble 
letters based on the pictures. Then, they 
discussed the answer together. After giving the 
task to the students, the researcher gave the 
evaluation. The students vocabulary mastery 
did not show any improvement. 
 The students were taught about 
hyponym of family at the third meeting of the 
treatment. The researcher asked questions 
related to the material. After that, she asked 
the students to write at least three words that 
associated with the topic, the meaning, and the 
spelling of the words. They could spell the 
words and find their meanings using 
dictionary. Next, she assigned the students to 
answer the question based on the family 
hyponym. Then, they discussed the answer 
together to relate the superordinate/ hypernym 
to the hyponyms due to their lack of 
vocabulary. After giving the task to the 
students, the researcher gave the evaluation. 
Their achievement was better than the two 
previous treatment. 
The students were taught about 
hyponym of fruits at the fourth meeting of the 
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treatment. The researcher asked students about 
fruits they like.After that, she asked the 
students to write at least three words that 
associated with the topic, the meaning, and the 
spelling of the words. They could spell the 
words and find their meanings using 
dictionary. Next, she assigned the students to 
arrange the jumble letters based on the 
pictures. Then, they discussed the answer 
together. After giving the task to the students, 
the researcher gave the evaluation. During this 
fourth treatment, not only was the students’ 
achievement better but also they were more 
attentive to the teaching and learning process. 
The students were taught about 
hyponym of things in the classroom at the fifth 
meeting of the treatment. The researcher asked 
students to mention things around them. They 
could write at least three words associted with 
things in the classroom, the spellings and the 
meanings of the words. They could spell the 
words and find their meanings using 
dictionary. Next, she assigned the students to 
match the words on the left which have 
relation with the words on the right side. Then, 
they discussed the answer together. After 
giving the task to the students, the researcher 
gave the evaluation. The accuracy of their 
answers was higher than those of the previous 
meetings. 
The students were taught about 
hyponym of profession at the last meeting of 
the treatment. They could write at least three 
words associted with the name of profession, 
the spellings and the meanings of the words. 
They could spell the words and find their 
meanings using dictionary. Next, she assigned 
the students to mention the name of profession 
based on pictures. Then, they discussed the 
answer together. After giving the task to the 
students, the researcher gave the evaluation. 
As expected, they could do the assignment 
well. Even, the informal assessment indicated 
thatthe students’ vocabulary mastery increased 
significantly. 
After conducting the treatment, the 
researcher gave post-test to the experimental 
and control groups in order to find out whether 
the students’ vocabulary mastery of the 
experimental groupwas increased or not. The 
result of the post-test there was showed that a 
progress on the students scores. Fourteen 
students (48.27%) of the experimental and five 
students (16.67%) of the control group could 
pass the post-test.Thus,usingHyponym can 
increase vocabulary mastery of  grade eight 
students of SMP Negeri 1 Siniu. 
According to findings of this research, 
the researcher compares this research to 
another research that has been done by Taslim 
(2014) who has used Hyponym in teaching 
vocabulary. She states that hyponym is 
effective in improving students’ vocabulary 
mastery of grade seven F of MTS Syech 
Ibrahim Payakumbuh. This result was 
supported by Putri (2017) who conducted 
same technique with the researcher supported 
the result. She states that hyponym can 
stimulate students to learn and memorize 
vocabulary, and make the students directly 
know the meaning of the words because the 
words related to other words. Thus, the 
researcher has proven that using Hyponym 
canincrease vocabulary mastery of  grade 
eight students of SMP Negeri 1 Siniu. 
 
CONCLUSION 
The researcher concludes that using 
hyponym can increase vocabulary mastery of 
grade eight students of SMP Negeri 1 Siniu. It 
can be proved by comparing the result of the 
students’ score in pre-test and post-test. In 
Experimental group, the students’ mean score 
on pretest is (56.77). After conducting the 
treatment, the mean score of post-test is 
(72.01). While incontrol group, the students’ 
mean score on pretest is (54.75) and the 
posttest is (61.29). It means that there is 
significant influence of using hyponym in 
teaching vocabulary. The result indicates that 
the students vocabulary mastery is better after 
being taught using hyponym. The result of the 
data analysis shows that t-counted (3.096) is 
higher than t-table (1.672). It means that the 
research hypothesis is accepted. 
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